Statement by members of civil society of Azerbaijan About the forceful dispersal of the
protest around the gold mine in Soyudlu village, Gadabay

On June 20, the creation of an artificial lake from the waste of a gold mine in the territory of
Soyudlu village of Gadabay district caused the protest by local residents. Dozens of residents
gathered to protest the second such lake on the grounds that there is already an artificial lake
in the area which is polluting the environment with toxic substances. Residents claimed that
artificial lakes hinder cattle breeding activities in the area and have a negative impact on
people's health. Even before that, there were reports in the media about the damage caused by
the waste in the area to the local economy.

However, the authorities failed to meet with the residents and listen to their problems.
Instead, units allegedly belonging to the Internal Troops came into the area and clashed with
local residents. In the videos widely circulated in the media, it was clearly observed that
rubber bullets, batons and tear gas were used against the local residents, and that the officers
of Ministry of Internal Affairs used physical force against the protesters. In the end, the
events ended reportedly with more than 10 people being injured, 5 people being
administratively arrested and 1 person being fined 1500 manats (= $900).

The statement issued by the Ministry of Internal Affairs in the aftermath criticized the local
residents for disobedience despite the warnings and explanatory talks, without addressing the
issue of why the police officers used disproportionate force and means. Orkhan Mursalov, the
head of executive power of Gadabay district, who came to the village the next day, accused
the residents of unawareness and resistance to the police, and made remarks that were not
directly related to the issue. It should be noted that no evidence of resistance to the police has
been presented, and even in the case of resistance to the police, mass punishment measures
are illegal. "AzerGold" JSC, which is believed to be linked with extraction of gold in the
area, said it had nothing to do with the incident, while the Ministry of Ecology and Natural
Resources did not comment on the incident at all. In conclusion, there was no official
institution that listened to or took into account the comments of citizens regarding the
environment and local needs.

The signatories of this statement remind that this is not the first time that police violence has
been used against residents protesting environmental issues and local needs. In March 2023,
the protest action of residents of Nabatkend and Orta Mughan villages of Saatli district
regarding water shortage was dispersed by the police using rubber bullets where several
residents were injured and administratively arrested. This shows that there are systematic
obstacles to public participation initiatives in Azerbaijan.

We state that the right of citizens to voice their legitimate objections regarding environmental
problems and local needs is enshrined in both the Constitution and the international
conventions of which Azerbaijan is a party to, including Aarhus Convention on right to
obtain information and participate in environmental decision-making processes. Other
fundamental human rights and freedoms violated during the events include freedom of
expression, freedom of peaceful assembly and association and rights to participate in political
life of society and state, to health, life, property and information.

The signatories of this statement remind that the use of property rights by commercial entities
should also be carried out within the framework of respect to the basic rights and freedoms of
the people in that area. International judicial practice shows that the use of property by



commercial institutions in a form that does not comply with these requirements is a direct
violation of the aforementioned rights and freedoms. In addition to being a violation of the
basic human rights listed above, violently dispersing a peaceful protest without listening to
the residents aims to further alienate citizens from public participation initiatives.

At the same time, the signatories note that the absence of opinions of residents in high-level
decisions affecting their lives and the dependence of elected local institutions on the
appointed central and local executive bodies, lead to the deterioration of social welfare and
injustice. In this regard, the signatories of the statement call on civil society activists and
other active groups to keep this issue on the agenda, the relevant institutions to listen to and
investigate the protestors' complaints, and the law enforcement agencies to conduct effective
investigations and hold the officers accountable for use of disproportionate force and means.
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